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CHANCELLOR RAAB CORDIALLY WELCOMED IN 
ENGLAND: SUCCESSFUL STATE VISIT OF AUSTRIAN 
GOVERNMENT HEAD. Austrian Chancellor Julius Raab 
left Vienna on June 16 for a state visit of several days in 
Great Britain. The Chancellor, who had been invited by 
British Prime Minister Sir Winston Churchill, was accompanied 
by Austrian Ambassador Schoener, Ministerial Councillor 
Meznik and State Secretary Steiner. 

During his visit, the Chancellor was received by Queen 
Elizabeth, Prime Minister Churchill, members of the British 
Cabinet and party leaders in the British Parliament. 

After a visit to the House of Commons, the Austrian 
Chancellor addressed representatives of the British and 
foreign press, giving a picture of the present-day situation, 
particularly the economic situation, of Austria. Raab’s 
figures with respect to Austrian reconstruction and economic 
recovery were received with manifest approval on the part of 
the British representatives. The Chancellor stated that 
Austria will take every possible step to obtain her long over- 
jue freedom and that he had a frank exchange of opinions 
with Sir Winston Churchill who evinced keen interest in the 
Austrian situation. 

Chancellor Raab subsequently spoke to some 50 members 
of both houses of the British Parliament and declared, in part: 
‘We must not permit Austria to be forgotten — otherwise 


> there is the danger that the present status of occupation and 





deprivation of freedom might become permanent. The founda- 
tions of the house known as Austria are again sound but 
much still remains to be done to make its interior arrange- 
ments more livable. However, what it needs most of all is 


(Continued on page 2) 


AUSTRIAN SUCCESSES AT TORONTO FAIR. Austrian ex- 
hibitors at the Toronto International Fair have chalked up 
sales and firm business commitments in the amount of 9,178,- 
000 schillings. Orders were placed for Austrian goods in the 
following amounts: wool and yarn: $150,000; machinery: 
$50,000; costume jewelry: $42,000; optical and electrical ap- 
paratus: $41,000; household equipment: $23,000; ceramic 
goods: $20,000; paintings: $16,000; confectionary products: 
$5,000; textile products: $4,000; leather articles: $2,000. In 
addition to these negotiations which were actually concluded, 
it was clearly evident that there is great interest in the Unit- 
ed States and Canada for Austrian products. 


AUSTRIAN FILM “‘THE LAST BRIDGE'’ WINS SELZNICK 
AWARD. The Austrian film ‘‘The Last Bridge’’ has won the 
1954 Golden Laurel Award donated by the American film pro- 
ducer David O. Selznick. Directed by Helmut Kaeutner, the 
picture was cited as the year’s outstanding film contribution 
to the cause of international understanding and good will. 
Walter A.C. Dowling, U.S. Deputy High Commissioner in Ger- 
many, announced the winner at a ceremony in the Gloria Pal- 
ast, scene of this year’s International Film Festival in Ber- 
lin. The films competing for the award had been narrowed 
down to the Spanish picture ‘‘The War of God,’’ the British 
documentary ‘‘The Conquest of Everest’’ and ‘‘The Last 
Bridge.’’ The jury then decided unanimously in favor of the 
Austrian film. 


WORK ON VIENNA-SALZBURG EXPRESSWAY TO START 
JULY 17. The 16th Austrian Road Convention, which was 
concerned with the improvement of Austria’s federal high- 
ways, announced that construction of the Vienna-Salzburg 
express highway will commence on July 17. In the period 
between 1945 and 1953, approximately $57,373,373 were spent 
on the improvement of the country’s federal roads. This year 
approximately $1,615,000 of the ordinary budget and some 
$230,000 from the special budget will be allocated to the 
Federal Highway Administration. The road construction pro- 
gram for this year has been determined primarily in relation 
to building projects involving power plants and the Federal 
Railways. In connection with the construction of the Ybbs- 
Persenbeug power plant, it has become necessary to build a 
bridge across the Danube dam system, thereby providing suit- 
able links with the other side of the river. The total mileage 
of the federal road system is to be expanded from the present 
5,627 to 6,275 miles. Special attention is to be devoted in 
the future to road maintenance. 


AGREEMENT REACHED ON 800-MILLION-SCHILLING 
LOAN FOR HOUSING CONSTRUCTION. Negotiations bet- 
ween the Austrian Ministry of Trade and Reconstruction and 
the Austrian credit institutes has lead to an agreement in 
principle concerning the raising of an 800-million-schilling 
loan for the benefit of the Housing Reconstruction Fund. The 
loan is designed to expedite elimination of the damage caus- 
ed to housing as a result of the war. 


VORARLBERG FREE OF OCCUPATION. The French oc- 
cupation mission in the Province of Vorarlberg was closed 
down at the end of June 1954. In the ceremony at which 
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French Consul General Koenig took leave of the members of 
the Provincial Government, Governor Ig declared that Vor- 
arlberg is the first Austrian province which is now practical- 
ly free of all occupation. In fact, French troops were alrea- 
dy withdrawn from Vorarlberg months ago. The Austrian au- 
trian authorities also stressed the smooth cooperation with 
the liquidation of the French occupation set-up in Vorarlberg. 


PRESIDENT KOERNER INSPECTS NEW PUBLIC PRO- 
JECTS IN CARINTHIA. Austrian President Theodor Koerner 
paid a recent visit to the Province of Carinthia, at which 
time he inspected the newly constructed installations of the 
Gleichenberg Health spa, the new Possenhofen hotel school, 
the rebuilt frontier bridge at Radkersburg whichcrosses into 
Yugoslavia, and numerous other public buildings. In Graz, 
capital of the province of Styria, Dr. Koerner was present at 
the graduation of two students who were awarded their Doc- 
tor’s degrees under the honorary sponsorship of the Presi- 
dent of the Republic, in recognition of their outstanding suc- 
cess in their studies. The President was everywhere accord- 
ed a cordial reception. 


Chancellor Raab Cordially Welcomed (Continued from page 1) 


that atmosphere of definite security which can develop only 
from the awareness of its inhabitants that they are free. It is 
for this freedom that we Austrians intend to continue the 
We counting on the aid of the free nations of 
the world in this fight.’’ 


struggle. are 
In the course of his London conversations, the Chancel- 
talked with Secretary of the Exchequer Butler, 
of State Lloyd Minister of Defense Earl 
Alexander, and paid a visit to Cardinal Griffin, Archbishop 
of Westminster. 


lor also 


Minister and 


Upon his return to Austria, Chancellor Raab emphasized 
that he had been received with extreme cordiality in England 
and that he convinced himself once again that Austria has an 
understanding friend in Great Britain. He indicated that only 
of a general nature had been touched upon in 
London because there are no real problems between Austria 
and England at the present time. 


questions 


Prime Minister Churchill sent the following telegraphic 
reply to the telegram sent by Chancellor Raab after the ca- 
clusion of his official visit: ‘‘I should like to assure you 
that it was truly a great pleasure for myself and my col- 
leagues to receive you as our guest. I am certain that you 
will convey to the members of your Government — and through 
them to the entire Austrian people — our admiration for your 
achievements in the face of the burdens placed upon you and 
that you will give them assurance of the permanent support of 
Her Majesty’s Government in their wish to attain the complete 
freedom and independence which they so earnestly desire 
and so richly deserve.’’ 


SOVIETS STILL CENSOR FILMS IN THEIR ZONE. Replying 
to a parliamentary interpellation, the Ministry of the Interior 
has announced that the Soviet occupation authorities are still 
censoring films scheduled to be shown in the Soviet zone even 
though there is no legal provision for such action either in the 


Control Agreement or in any other Allied regulation. Owners 
of motion picture houses in the Soviet zone have recently 
again been summoned by the Soviet authorities and wamed 
against showing films not censored or released by the Soviets. 





_ 


In one case, a movie house was compelled to close its doors 


and in another a film was seized, because uncensored films 


had been shown. In November 1953 the Austrian Government 


appealed to the Soviet High Commissioner in writing, asking ° 


that censorship of films be lifted, but in spite of numerous 
reminders, the Soviets have not yet replied. As a result of 
the parliamentary interpellation, the Government will again 
make representations to the Soviets in this matter. 


HIGH DISTINCTION FOR AMBASSADOR GRUBER. The Pre. 
sident of Austria has awarded the Grand Gold Medal, with 
Ribbon, to Dr. Karl Gruber, former cabinet minister and pre- 
sently Minister Plenipotentiary to the President of the United 
States. This high distinction was awarded in recognition of 
Dr. Gruber’s services to the Republic of Austria. 


AUSTRIAN EMBASSY TO BE ESTABLISHED IN PAKISTAN. 
Following an agreement with the Government of Pakistan, 
the Austrian Government has decided to establish an Aus- 
trian embassy in the Pakistani capital, Karachi. The open- 
ing of this post will take place shortly. 


AUSTRIAN LEGATION IN OTTAWA MOVES. The Austrian 
Legation in Ottawa, Canada, has now moved to new premises. 
Its new address is as follows: 443 Wilbrod Street, Ottawa, 
Canada. (Telephone: 5-5521, 6-5117). 


NO ZONAL CONTROLS IN AUSTRIA. On June 10 and 22, 
some of the international press agencies released stories to 
the effect that the Soviet occupation authorities in Austria 
had resumed their demarcation-line controls over traffic to 
and from Vienna. These reports gave rise to the misunder- 
standing that tourist traffic from the western zones of Aus- 
tria to the capital was again subject to Soviet control, al- 
though the Soviets had abandoned such controls on June 10, 
1953. The fact is, however, that on June 10 and 22 the Sov- 
iets did not resume regular traffic checks but merely carried 
out isolated spot-checks at the demarcation line on the days 
in question. On both these days it was mainly trucks that 
were examined and the Soviets explained in this connection 
that they were looking for anti-Soviet leaflets in the trucks 
In both cases the Russian spot-checks lasted only a few 
hours. Train service to and from Vienna was completely un- 
hampered. Except for these two spot-checks, there have been 
no controls whatever at the Soviet demarcation line. 

As far as American tourists to Vienna are concerned, the 
U.S. State Department in any case requires possession of a 
so-called ‘‘Grey Card,’’ which entitles any American citizen 
to cross the demarcation line without delay on his trip to 
Vienna. Thus, even in the event of Soviet spot-checks, Amer- 
ican citizens are guaranteed the right to proceed to Vienna 
completely unhindered. The Grey Card is issued by the De 
partment of State or at any American consulate abroad, free 
of charge and with no difficulties involved. Thus, it does 
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not necessarily have to be obtained before the prospective 
visitor reaches Innsbruck or Salzburg. According to reports 
received thus far, hundreds of Americans did already arrive 
in Vienna for that city’s Festival in May and June, and 
American participation in Austria’s tourist trade this year is 
expected to exceed even the record figure for 1953. As was 
the case last year, noincidents whatever have been reported 
in connection with transit through the Soviet zone of Austria. 


UNEMPLOYMENT FIGURE DROPS ANOTHER 20% AT END 
OF MAY. At the end of May 1954, the number of registered 
job seekers was 142,480, of whom 72,242 (50.7%) were men 
and 70,238 (49.3% were women. Compared with the end of 
April 1954, the number of job seekers dropped by 36,874 or 
20.6% Mainly affected by this decrease in unemployment 
are construction workers, workers in the iron and metal min- 
ing and processing industries, in the wood processing indus- 
tries, in the hotel and restaurant trades and piece workers 
who shift between fields of employment 


49 MILLION SCHILLINGS EXPENDED ON PERSECUTION 
VICTIMS. On the occasion ot its 100th meeting, the Austrian 
Welfare Committee for Victims of Persecution announced that 
to date it has given assistance to approximately 33,000 per- 
sons who were persecuted during the Hitler era for political, 
or religious reasons. In the year 1953 alone, persons 
in this category received 38 million schillings in pensions, 
3 million schillings’ worth of medical attention and 1 million 
schillings in the form of other services. Over 17,200 per- 
sons received financial compensation for unwarranted de- 
tention. 


WORLD UNION OF PERSONS AFFECTED BY WAR TO 
MEET IN VIENNA. At a meeting in Washington, D.C., the 
General Council of the World Union of War Victims and Par- 
ticipants decided to hold the international conference of the 
Union in Vienna this November. Delegates from 24 nations 
are expected to attend. The organization itself is subordi- 
nate to the United Nations. The Austrian Central Organiza- 
tion of the Victims of War will preside over the Secretariat 
and the organization of the coming congress. 


AUSTRIAN VETERANS' ORGANIZATION RESOLUTELY 
REJECTS COMMUNIST ATTACKS. The Austrian ‘‘Kamerad- 
schaftsbund’’ (Veterans’ Association), whose members pre- 
sently include 150,000 veterans of the First and Second World 
Wars, has replied to the continuous Communist attacks alleg- 
ing that the veterans’ organization is working in behalf of an 
Anschluss with Germany. The Association declared in a re- 
solution that its activity is firmly based on the principles of 
the Austrian Constitution and that it pays allegiance to the 
Austrian Declaration of Independence, rejecting any tenden- 
cy which is not in harmony with the basic idea of a reborn 
Austria. Emphasizing that the Association also repudiates 
all charges that it supports neo-militaristic tendencies, the 
resolution stated that the organization considers its task to 
be that of uniting Austrian patriots for the purpose of provid- 
ing social and professional assistance to former soldiers. In 
the furtherance of these ends, the resolution states, the As- 


sociation is attempting to bring about the reintegration of re- 
turning POWs into their former professions, to give them sup- 
plementary training or retraining, to provide every possible 
assistance (by means of packages) to Austrians still held 
prisoner by the Russians and to care for the families of POWs 
and missing soldiers. The resolution stresses that the As- 
sociation is inspired by loyalty to the Austrian State. 


VIENNA TRANSFERS 80 COMMUNITIES TO LOWER AUS.- 
TRIA: POPULATION REDUCED TO 1.62 MILLION. The 
Allied Council recently gave its approval to an Austrian law, 
adopted several years ago, providing for the transfer of 80 
communities on the outskirts of Vienna to the neighboring 
province of Lower Austria. After this shift has been complet- 
ed, the population of Vienna will be reduced from 1.77 mil 
lion to 1.62 million persons. Conversely, the population of 
the province of Lower Austria will increase from 1.25 to 1.40 
million. 


67 AMERICAN INDUSTRIALISTS VISIT VIENNA. Recent 
visitors to Vienna included 67 American industrialists, 51 of 
whom were participating in the World Trade Mission Tour be- 
ing sponsored by the Detroit Chamber of Commerce and 16 
in a tour arranged by the National Association of Manufac- 
turers (NAM). Louis C. Miriani, City President of Detroit, 
acting in the name of his city administration, presented May- 
or Franz Jonas of Vienna with the golden key to the city of 
Detroit and Mr. Gaskin, head of the group of Detroit indus- 
trialists, presented medallions in honor of Detroit’s 250th 
anniversary to Austrian Trade Minister Illig; to Dr. Lauda, 
President of the Austrian Industrialists’ Association; to Mem 
ber of Parliament Dworzak, President of the Federal Cham- 
ber of Industrial Crafts, and to General Director Joham, Pre- 
sident of the Bank Association. An honorary certificate of 
the Detroit Chamber of Commerce was awarded to Dr. Thau- 
sing, General Secretary of the Austrian Industrialists’ Asso- 
ciation, who organized the visit of the American guests. 

The American visitors were afforded the opportunity to 
hold personal conversations with Austrian government offi- 
cials, business leaders and bankers. They also visited a 
number of Austrian factories. The guests expressed great- 
est admiration for Austria’s achievements. 


U.S. PLANT SOON TO INTRODUCE NEW AUSTRIAN BLAST 
STEEL PROCESS. Austrian steel production by the oxygen 
blast process, which reached the production stage last year, 
has now taken root on an international scale. In July and 
August Austrian experts will initiate operations in plants in 
Hamilton, Ontario, and Detroit, Michigan, which will make 
use of the Austrian blast steel process. In the meantime, 
more than 500,000 tons of steel have been smelted in Aus- 
tria under the new method. This steel has proved to be equal 
in value to open-hearth steel and for some purposes even 
superior to it. 


FOREIGN-EXCHANGE CONTROLS TO BE FURTHER RE- 
DUCED. The increase in the foreign-exchange reserves of 
the Austrian National Bank and the favorable development of 
Austria’s export trade in recent months have resulted in very 
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far-reaching changes in the system of foreign-exchange con- 
trols. In addition to the extended opportunities for transfer 
in connection with services within the framework of the Eu- 
ropean Payments Union (EPU) and the increase to 5,000 
schillings of the annual per capita allotment for foreign trav- 
el, modification of the foreign-exchange control system has 
now been initiated on an interstate level with the conclusion 
of a payments agreement between Western Germany and Aus- 
tria. By the terms of the German-Austrian payments agree- 
ment which went into effect in May, all payment transactions 
between the German Federal Republic and Austria will hence- 
forth be decentralized. Austria’s 28 foreign-exchange banks 
will be entitled to open schilling or DM accounts with the 
German foreign-trade banks and to use these funds for all re- 
mittances connected with goods and services and with the 
turnover of capital. This decentralization of payment trans- 
actions with Western Germany will be followed in the near 
futuré by similar measufes, mainly in conjunction with na- 
tions which are members of the EPU. 


SCOPE OF EXPORT FUND EXTENDED. The ‘‘Oesterrei- 
chische Exportfonds G.m.b.H.’’ (Austrian Export Fund, Inc.) 
has obtained approval from the Ministry of Trade to extend 
its activities to every country except those belonging to the 
Soviet bloc. As a result, the agency will make funds avail- 
able for the promotion of export activities on the part of firms 
which do not engage in trade with the Communist bloc and re- 
quire financial support in stepping up their foreign trade. 
Hitherto, the activity of the Export Fund was restricted to 
firms dealing with certain Western countries. 


SIMBACH-BRAUNAU POWER PLANT OPENED. The Sim- 
bach-Braunau power plant of the Oesterreichisch-Bayrische 
Kraftwerke A.G. (Austrian-Bavarian Power Plants, Inc.), lo- 
cated on the Inn River and representing the first border pow- 
er plant constructed jointly by Germany and Austria, was 
opened in June at a ceremony attended by Austrian Minister 
of Transportation Waldbrunner and Dr. Hoegner, Deputy Prime 
Minister of Bavaria. The plant, which is already producing 
220 million KWH, supplies power to both Austria and Germa- 
ny. The Oesterreichisch-Bayrische Kraftwerke A.G. intends 
to build three additional locks on the Inn and six on the Sal- 
zach which will have a total annual capacity of 1.9 billion 
KWH. Austria financed 50% of her share in the Simbach-Brau- 
nau plant with Marshall aid funds and the remaining 50% with 
her own capital while 44% of the German share came from 
Marshall aid. Both the Austrian and the German representa- 
tives expressed gratitude in their speeches to the American 
people and the U.S. Government for their contribution to the 
building of this truly European power plant. 


AUSTRIAN POWER PLANT OUTPUT TO BE INCREASED 
ANOTHER 89.5 MILLION WATTS BY THE END OF 1954. 
Mainly as the result of hydroelectric power-plant expansion, 
electric power production in Austria will be increased by an 
additional 89.5 million watts in power and 260 million KWH 
working capacity by the end of 1954. The construction prog- 
ram provides for expenditures amounting to approximately 950 
million schillings. Specifically, work has already been star- 


ted on the following projects: Expansion of the Reisseck 
storage section on the Drau River; completion of the Kaprun- 
Leiterbach main of the Tauern power project; continued ex- 
pansion of the Danube power plant at Ybbs-Persenbeug and 
of the steam power plant at Ottenstein; construction work on 
the mains of the Ernsthofen-Bisamwerk, Pottenbrunn-Otten- 
stein and Rosenburg-Jetzelsdorf plants; expansion of the Bi- 
samwerk and Ernsthofen transformer stations; further develop- 
ment of the Danube power station at Jochenstein; construc- 
tion of the Jochenstein-St. Peter and the St. Peter-Gendorf 
power lines; expansion of the upper section of the Kaprun 
power plant and the Kaprun overhead line; expansion of the 
Salzach power station at Schwarzach in the Tauern Moun- 
tains; development of the Enns.power plant at Hieflau and 
the Inn plant at Prutz Imst in Tyrol. 

The construction program for 1953 was completed in its 
entirety. The total amount of additional power and capacity 
provided by the newly constructed installations amounted to 
118.7 million watts and 922 million KWH, respectively. The 
cost of this construction work amounted to approximately 890 
million schillings, of which 397 million came from ERP coun- 
terpart funds, 80 million from allocations by the Federal! 
Government and the remainder from the power loan, specific 
funds and other loans. 


AUSTRIAN DANUBE SHIPPING ATTAINS PRE-WAR CA- 
PACITY. A ceremony in honor of the 125th anniversary of 
the First Austrian Danube Steamship Company was held re- 
cently at the site of the Linz drydock, with Transportation 
Minister Waldbrunner, Upper Austrian Provincial Governor 
Gleissner and Mayor Koref of Linz attending. Minister Wald- 
brunner declared in his speech that in spite of the destruc- 
tion resulting from the war and in spite of the occupation, the 
Austrian steamship line had achieved astounding successes 
in its reconstruction work. Among other things, he indicated 
that by the end of 1953 the Austrian Danube Steamship Line 
again had over 208 vessels at its disposal and that it trans- 
ported 1.4 million tons of freight and 450,000 passengers. 
The Company’s income for the period amounted to 105 mil- 
lion schillings. In the year 1937, the Minister pointed out, 
the Company had transported 1.5 million tons of freight, al- 
though at that time it was able to operate along the entire 
length of the Danube whereas at the present time it is ac- 
complishing almost the same results merelyon the stretchof 
the river between Regensburg and Vienna. 

Minister Waldbrunner declared further that Austria had 
done everything possible to have the parts of the Danube in 
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Yugoslavia, Rumania and Bulgaria 
opened up for traffic but that she had met with little coope- 
ration except on the part of Yugoslavia. He added that the 
Danube would be free only when Austrian ships were able to 
ply the entire length of the river. 

Continuing, Waldbrunner pointed out that the waterways 
to the West had in the meantime become extremely important 
for Austria and that this importance would be enormously in- 
creased as a result of the extension of the Rhein-Main-Dan- 
ube Canal. He said that Austria was already expanding her 


harbor installations andshipping channels in such a way that 
they would be able to cope with any future demands and that 
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even by 1955 harbor facilities in Vienna and Linz would be 
tremendously extended. Indicating that Company fleet would 
also be expanded, Minister Waldbrunner announced that even 
during the present year new ships totalling 8,000 tons were 
scheduled for completion, thus enabling Austria to resume 
her former rank as a ship-building nation. 


2.5 MILLION TONS OF AUSTRIAN MERCHANDISE HANDL- 
ED BY EUROPEAN PORTS. A total of 2,544,682 tons of 
Austrian merchandise was transshipped through various ports 
of western and southern Europe in 1953. Among the ports 
represented, Trieste is still in first place, having handled 
1,407,600 tons, or 55.3% of the total. Bremen is in second 
place with 807,570 tons (31.7% and Hamburg in third place 
with 218,700 tons (8.6%, followed by Rotterdam (35,300 tons), 
Fiume (35,400 tons), Antwerp (21,300 tons) and Amsterdam 
(18,500 tons). 


9.9 MILLION CUBIC METERS OF WOOD FELLED IN 1953. 
The second joint lumber conference between Switzerland, Ger- 
many and Austria will take place in Lucerne and Bie! from 
September 20 to 25. The meeting will be concerned with 
problems of forestry and the lumber industry as well as with 
the question of the rational use of wood in construction. 

The Austrian Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry has 
just published figures with respect to the use of the country’s 
forests during 1953. These show that total fellings were ap- 
proximately 9.9 million cubic meters (12.95 million cubic 
yards), i.e. 830,733 cubic meters (1.09 million cubic yards), 
or 9.2%, more than in the previous year. The increase in fel- 
lings applied almost exclusively to wood for industrial lum- 
ber. Of the total amount of wood so cut, 74% was sold, 20% 
was used on the spot, 5% was applied in connection with 
easements and 1% served for other purposes. Approximately 
16% of the total was felled in Government forests, less than 
8 percent in forests belonging to corporate bodies and 76%in 
privately owned forests. In the latter category, considerably 
more than half were forests of less than 50 ha. (123.5 acres). 
Slightly more than 80% of the wood felled was pine, 4% leaf 
wood and 16% fire-wood. 


DIRECT AIR CONNECTION BETWEEN AUSTRIAAND PERU 
INAUGURATED. The Dutch KLM line is the first European 
airline to have established a direct air connection between 
Vienna and Peru. The route, which will be flown once a week 
in each direction, is as follows: Frankfort, Zurich, Lisbon, 


the Azores, Port of Spain, Curacao, Panama City, Guayaquil, 
Lima. 


NEW VIENNA-TELAVIV FLIGHT ESTABLISHED. The new 

summer schedule of the Scandinavian Airlines (SAS) provides 
for the introduction of a new flight between Vienna and Tel 
Aviv, Israel. In addition, facilities on the former Vienna- 
Istanbul-Cairo line will be doubled. The SAS transit traffic 
schedule will also include three southward and three north- 
ward flights each week, i.e. two Vienna-Frankfort-Copenha- 
gen flights and one Vienna Duesseldorf-Copenhagen flight. 


CULTURE AND SCIENCE 


NEW BURGTHEATER DIRECTOR APPOINTED. The Aus- 
trian Ministry of Fducation has now complied with the re- 
quest of Josef Gielen, Director of the Vienna Buregtheater, 
that he be relieved of his post. Gielen had been considering 
resigning for some time. His successor, who will assume 
office as of September 1, 1954, is to be Professor Adolf Rott, 
until now the chief stage manager of the Burgtheater. Dr. 
Friedrich Schreyvogel has been appointed Deputy Direc- 
tor. Dr. Rott has had a long and important career in the thea- 
ter. He held positions as director and general manager at the 
theaters of Duesseldorf, Berlin, Hamburg and Danzig and in 
1936 was appointed chief stage manager of the Vienna Burg 
theater and State Opera. He is also the permanent director 
of the Bregenz Festival. Dr. Schreyvogel was a professor at 
the Reinhardt Seminary and more recently an artistic adviser 
of the Josefstaedter Theater. Many of his stage works have 
been performed by the Burgtheater. Among his best known 
Plays are ‘‘Habsburgerlegende’’ (Habsburg Legend), ‘‘Der 
Gott im Kreml’’ (The God in the Kremlin) and ‘‘Die kluge 
Wienerin’’ (The Clever Viennese Woman). 

The main task of the new directors will be to prepare the 
move of the Burgtheater to its original home, which was hea- 
vily damaged during the war and which is to be reopened of- 
ficially in the fall of 1955, at the same time as the reopening 
of the restored opera house. 





TREASURE ROOM WITH AUSTRIAN CROWN JEWELS OPEN- 
ED TO PUBLIC IN VIENNA.On July 1 the treasure room con- 
taining the Austrian crown jewels was reopened to the public 
in Vienna. The outstanding attractions in the display are the 
crown of the Holy Roman Empire,the Holy Speer, the Imperial 
Cross, the Sword of St. Mauritius, the treasures of the Order 
of the Golden Fleece, the sword of Charlemagne, the scepter 
of the Austrian Emperor, the coronation robes and a number 
of other show-pieces from the imperial treasury. 


VIENNA STATE OPERA TO GIVE MOZART FESTIVAL IN 
LONDON. The Vienna State Opera Company will hold a Mo- 
zart festival in London’s Royal Festival Hall from Septem- 
ber 13-25. These guest appearances will be conducted by 
the director of the State Opera Dr. Karl Boehm, and will in- 
clude six performances of ‘‘The Marriage of Figaro,’’ four of 
‘‘Don Giovanni’’ and three of ‘‘Cosi fan tutte,’’ all in the 
Italian language and in the versions of the Salzburg and Vien- 
na festivals. The soloists scheduled to appear in this guest 
tour include Irmgard Seefried, Lisa della Casa, Sena Jurinac, 
Elisabeth Gruemmer, Rita Streich, Emmy Loose, Hilde Roes- 
sel- Majdan, Dagmar Hermann, Leopold Simoneau, Murray 
Dickie, Paul Schoeffler, George London, Erich Kunz, Alfred 
Poell, Walter Berry, Ludwig Weber and Oskar Czerwenka. 


BOEHMPREPARING VIENNA STATE OPERA REPERTORY. 
Dr. Karl Boehm, the new director of the Vienna State Opera 
who will assume his new office on September 1, discussed 
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his operating program in a recent press interview. His work 
is to a large extent under the shadow of the company’s trans- 
fer to the traditional opera house on Vienna’s Ringstrasse, 
scheduled for the fall of 1955. ‘‘It is not only a question of 
executing a smooth move from the Theater an der Wien to the 
new house and of preparing the premieres; arrangements must 
be made for daily performances from the opening day onward,’’ 
declared Director Boehm. Performances of seven operas and 
one ballet, including ‘‘Fidelio,’’ ‘‘Don Giovanni,’’ ‘‘Aida,’’ 
‘‘Die Frau ohne Schatten,’’ ‘‘Der Rosenkavalier’’ and ‘‘Woz- 
zek’’ are being prepared for the State Opera repertory. In ad- 
jition to these newly staged works, provisions must be made 
to have some 25 operatic performances available for the cur- 
rent repertory of the new house. For the coming season at 
the Theater an der Wien, two new productions are scheduled: 
‘*Andrea Chenier’’ and ‘‘Flektra’’’ Dr. Boehm announced that 
efforts will be made to ensure that singers are available to 
the company for periods of five or six months, so that there 
can be proper ensemble training. In this connection, he said, 
efforts would be made to readjust the current schedule of 
fees 


PHILHARMONIC CONCERTS FOR 1954-55 FEATURE FA- 
MOUS CONDUCTORS. The first subscription concert of the 
Vienna Philharmonic’s 1954-55 season will be conducted by 
Hans Knappertsbusch. Three subsequent concerts, as well 
as the special Nikolai concert in January, will be directed by 
Wilhelm Furtwaengler. Karl Boehm will conduct two concerts, 
Rafael Kubelik two and Mario Rossi one. 


VIENNA PHILHARMONIC FORMS GUSTAV MAHLER SO- 
CIETY. ‘The Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra has decided to 
form a Gustav Mahler Society. President of the new organi- 
zation will be the famous conductor Bruno Walter who was a 
friend of Mahler and is considered one of the greatest inter- 
preters of his music 


VIENNA FESTIVAL SUCCESSFULLY CONCLUDED. Fol- 
lowing the conclusion of the Vienna Festival, a summary of 
this year’s figures for this relatively recent innovation in the 
Austrian capital has now been published. The Festival in- 
cluded a total of 38 large-scale concerts attended by 43,616 
listeners; Vienna’s 15 theaters performed 75 different works 
before audiences numbering 178,757 persons; 25 art exhibi- 
tions were attended by 127,000. In addition, there were 12 
chamber music performances, 14 home musicales, 6 author 
readings and 13 smaller art exhibits in the various districts 
of Vienna. All of the hotels in the city were sold out during 
the Festival period and attendance by foreigners, both in point 
of visitors and performers, was unusually high. 


WORKS BY MODERN AUSTRIAN COMPOSERS PERFORMED 
ABROAD. United States: All the songs with piano accom- 
paniment of Alban Berg, Anton von Webern and Arnold Schoen- 
berg are to be performed in two concerts to be given by the 
U.S. section of the ISCM in the course of the present year. 
Schoenberg’s ‘‘Suite,’’ op. 29, Hans Erich Apostel’s ‘‘Blae- 
serquartett’’ and Webern’s ‘‘Fuenf geistliche Lieder,’’ op. 15, 


have already been performed this year. 

Germany: The ensemble of the Essen Opera House, con- 
ducted by Gustav Koenig, is to perform Alban Berg’s opera 
‘*Lulu.”’ 

Spain: In his tour through Spain, Jacques Bodmer con 
ducted works by Schoenberg, Webern and Berg. A performance 
of Schoenberg’s ‘‘Gurrelieder’’ was given in Barcelona in 
June. 

France: At the third concert organized by Pierre Boulez 
at the Petit Theatre Marigny, the ‘‘Neue Wiener Streichquar- 
tett’’ performed Webern’s ‘‘Sechs Bagatellen fuer Streich- 
quartett,’’ op. 9, and Berg’s ‘‘Lyrische Suite.’’ 

The international jury for the Music Festival of the 
‘‘Centre de Documentation de Musique Internationale’’ has 
selected ‘‘Prometheus’’ by the Austrian composer Hanns Jel- 
linek for performance at the organization’s festival which 
will be held from October 21-26. ; 

Luxembourg: Three works by Alexander Spitzmueller, an 
Austrian composer living in Paris, were performed at a re- 
cent symphony concert of Radio Luxembourg. The composi- 
tions were entitled: ‘‘Trois hymnes a la paix,’”’ ‘‘Sinfonietta 
ritmica’’ and ‘‘Nonett.”’ 

Great Britain: Sir John Barbirolli will conduct Gustav 
Mahler’s Ninth Symphony at the Edinburgh Festival in Sep- 
tember 1954. 


AUSTRIAN BIOGRAPHICAL LEXICON TO BE PUBLISHED. 
After decades of preparation, the ‘‘Oesterreichische Biogra- 
phische Lexicon’’ (Austrian Biographical Lexicon) is to be 
published this year. The work, which will be in 5 or 6 vol- 
umes, will contain data about all the men and women living 
within the confines of the Austrian state between 1815 and 
1950 who made noteworthy contributions in any sphere of 
public life, art, science, business, politics, the army, etc. 
These biographies are designed to constitute a cultural and 
intellectual history of Austria to the extent it was reflected 
by the fusion of various nationalities prior to 1918. The first 
volume, which will probably cover letters A through F, will 
contain about 2,000 biographies. 


VIENNA AVANTGARDE THEATERS ACTIVE. A number of 
‘‘firsts’’ were given successful performances by Vienna’s 
avantgarde theaters in recent months. The ‘‘Tribune’’ theater 
had a performance of ‘‘Zivilcourage’’ (Civic Courage), a play 
by Emil Breisach, the Graz author well known for his radio 
work. The ‘‘Kleines Theater im Konzerthaus’’ gave Georg 
Kaiser’s Japanese drama ‘‘Der Soldat Tanaka.’’ The ‘‘Thea- 
ter am Parkring’’ was represented by Albert Camus’s play 
‘‘Caligula.’’ The young actors of the ‘‘Kaleidoskop’’ group, 
which is located at the Vienna Sezession Gallery, are cur- 
rently playing in Georg Buechner’s ‘‘Leonce and Lena.’’ 


ANTHOLOGY OF YOUNG AUSTRIAN AUTHORS PUBLISH- 
ED. An anthology of writings by young Austrian authors, 
edited by Hans M. Loew, who also wrote a preface to the 
volume, was recently published by the Stassny company of 
Graz, Vienna and Munich. Entitled ‘‘Weg und Bekenntnis’’ 


(Path and Creed), the volume is intended as a contribution 
to an attempted evaluation of Austria’s younger generation 
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of writers and poets. It includes the verse and-prose of 20 
young authors and reflects the two themes which run through 
the works of all modern Austrian writers: personal involve- 
ment in the war and yet a common creed of humanity and love 
of the arts, of Man, of God and of His laws. Among the au- 
thors included are the following winners of Austrian National 
Awards: Christine Busta and Hans Kiessling (poetry), Her- 
bert Zand and Marlene Haushofer (prose). Mention should be 
made, in connection with the lyric poets, of Christine Lavant 
who is regarded by some critics as one of Austria’s most 
promising writers. 


VIENNA TELEPHONE SERVICE GIVES INFORMATION ON 
THEATER AND OPERA PROGRAMS. Since the beginning 
of June, it has been possible to obtain tape-recorded informa- 
tion on the programs of the two houses of the Vienna State 
Opera, the Burgtheater and the Akademietheater on any giv- 
en day by telephoning the number R-59-B. Information is also 
given on current ticket sales in order to prevent useless ap- 
plication for tickets in the case of performances which are 
sold out. Actors of the Burgtheater have offered their ser- 
vices as announcers to this ‘‘Service for Theater-goers.’’ 
Later on, the person who dials this number will hear ex- 


cerpts from the works on the repertory of the four Federal 
theaters. 


WORLD-WIDE INTEREST IN VIENNA SACRED MUSIC CON. 
GRESS. International interest is steadily increasing with 


respect to the Second Congress for Catholic Sacred Music to 
be held in Vienna from October 4 to10. Notification has been 
received from many famous musicians, scholars, soloists and 
bishops from all parts of the world concerning their intention 
to attend or to send delegates. Among others, Archbishop 
Trujillo of Peru, Bishop Echeverria Ruiz of Ecuador, Bishop 
Mery Beckdorf of Chile, as well as representatives from the 
United States, Canada and Germany, are planning to partici- 
pate in the Congress. Abbot Eustache Buusa from the Bel- 
gian Congo, whose ‘‘Negro Mass’’ was performed in Vienna’s 
St. Francis Church for the first time last year, has also prom- 
ised to be present. 


METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER TO MAKE COLOR FILM IN SALZ- 
BURG. Immediately after the conclusion of the Salzburg Fes- 
tival, Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer is planning to produce a color 
film in Salzburg, using Mozart’s city as background and bas- 
ing the plot on Mozart’s operas. The famous orchestras, sin- 
gers and conductors participating in the Festival will be seen 
in the film. 


AUSTRIAN CAMERAMAN HONORED. Hans Schneeberger, 
the Austrian cameraman who has just completed work on the 
film ‘‘Koenig der Manege’’ in Vienna, was awarded the Ger- 
man Federal Film Prize at the Berlin Film Festival in re- 
cognition of his camera work in the Picture ‘‘Eine Liebesge- 
schichte’’ (A Love Story) starring Hildegard Knef and O. W. 
Fischer. 


AUSTRIAN COLOR FILM ON PAKISTAN COMPLETED. The 
Tyrolese film producer Theo Hoermann returned at the begin- 
ning of June from a three-month trip through Pakistan, where 
he made a 4,000-meter color film. While in Pakistan, Hoer- 
mann filmed scenes in the area of Gilgit and Skardu for the 
feature film ‘‘Voelker der Berge’’ (Mountain People) as well 
as a cultural film about Pakistan and scenes for a film en- 
titled ‘‘Tanz der Voelker’’ (Dance of the Nations). 


DOCUMENTARY FILM TO BE PREPARED ON ST. STEPH- 
EN’S CATHEDRAL. In accordance with an assignment of the 
Austrian Ministry of Education, a documentary film is to be 
prepared during the forthcoming years for the purpose of chron- 
icling all the phases in the reconstruction and restoration of 
St. Stephen’s cathedrai. 


AUSTRIA TO SPONSOR FILMS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH. 
In connection with the first International Film Science Week 
held in Vienna, the Austrian ‘‘Bundesjugendring’’ (Federal 
Youth Federation), whose members include the ten most im- 
portant youth organizations in Austria, carried out a survey 
entitled ‘‘For Good Children and Youth Films,’’ in the course 
of which prominent experts from Austria and abroad voiced 
their opinions. Unanimous approval was given to a resolu- 
tion pointing to the urgent need for production of films specif- 
ically addressed to children and youth and demanding long- 
term credits to make the production of such films possible in 
Austria. 


FILM NEWS FROM AUSTRIA: CONTINUED. AUSTRIAN IN- 
FORMATION, Vol. VII, No. 11, of June 19, 1954, contained 
a special supplement on current Austrian film production. As 
announced in that issue, we shall continue to present regular 
reports on this subject. 

Austria Wochenschau, G.m.b./l., Sieveringerstrasse 135, 
Vienna XIX: 

Completed: ‘‘Meister der Gegenwart’’ (Present-day Mas 
ters); running time: 15 minutes; black and white; German and 
English narration: deals with the life and work of Austrian 
artists and artistic bodies like Professor Holzmeister, Boeckl, 
Wotruba, Stemolak, the Vienna Philharmonic, etc. 

‘‘Die junge Stadt’’ (The Young City); running time: 50 
minutes; black and white; deals with the reconstruction of 
the city of Vienna and its social welfare institutions. 

‘*Apostel des Herrn’’ (The Lord’s Apostle); running time: 
12 minutes; black and white; shows the mainpartsof the cere- 
monies accompanying the consecration of a bishop in the 
city of Eisenstadt, Burgenland Province. 

‘*Die guten Willens sind’’ (Those of Good Will); running 
time: 12 minutes; black and white; German and English nar- 
ration; shows the world youth meeting at Oberndorf, Salzburg 
Province, where the song ‘‘Silent Night, Holy Night,’’ was 
composed. 

Theo Hoermann, Film Production, Innrain 18, Innsbruck: 

Completed: ‘‘International Wintersport Festival at Ses- 
triere, 1953’’; running time: 10 minutes; black and white; 
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silent film; shows competition between international cham- 
pions in all types of ski-racing contests. 

‘Ski Stars’’; running time: 25 minutes; black and white; 
shows world-famous ski champions training for and partici- 
pating in Olympic Games; also shows several human-interest 
scenes in connection with these Games. 

‘“‘Chasing the Tyrolese Hat’’; running time: 15 minutes, 

black and white; shows one of the most famous Austrian ski 
games, in which two teams chase each other; shows the game 
being played in the magnificent ski resorts in the Zillerthaler 
Alps, on the Grossglockner and on the Woerther See. 
10 minutes; black 
and white; shows the ‘‘phantom race’’ at Imst, a century-old 
popular custom in which the peasants of the Alpine valleys, 
dressed in historical costumes and masks, drive out the win- 
ter at the beginning of spring. 

‘‘Winter Mountain running time: 20 minutes; 
black and white; a report on the winter duties of the Tyro- 
Mountain Rescue Organization and a demonstration of 
the latest rescue devices. 

‘‘Pay a Visit to Styria’’; running time: 15 minutes; color 
film; a trip through Styria, showing its old cities, its moun- 
tains, lakes, castles and cathedrals as well as life in the 
cities and villages, the customs of the people, industrial and 
agricultural production, native costumes and a peasant mar- 
riage 


‘*Season’s Phantoms’’: running time: 


Rescue 


lese 


‘*Year-round 
white; 
including 


kiing’’: running time: 20 minutes; black and 
shows Austrian winter sports in all seasons, 
n'imerous international competitions. 


silent; 


In preparation: Theo Hoermann has just completed a trip 
through Pakistan, from which he brought back two color films 
(see above item). He is also planning a color film entitled 
‘‘Lasset uns bluehen’’ (Let us Bloom) which deals with 
mountain flowers, as well as a film about the province of 
Tyrol. 

The University of Innsbruck: 

Dr. Theodor Frismann and Dr. Ivo Kohler, two professors 
at the University of Innsbruck, have completed two scientific 
documentaries: 

‘‘Wahrnehmung im Dunklen’’ (Perception in the Dark); run- 
ning time: 15 minutes; black and white; deals with the sight 
and hearing of blind persons. 

‘‘Die Umkehrbrille’’ (The Reversing Glasses); running 
time: 15 minutes; black and white; a scientific presentation 
of the fact that the human eye sees a reverse image and that 
only by habit is the picture perceived in its proper position. 

The U.S. representative for both these films is Mr. E. J. 
Mauthner, P.O. Box 231, Cathedral Station, New York 25,N.Y 

Karl Zieglmayer-P roduktion, Nussdorferstrasse 80, Vien- 
na XIX: 

This company’s film ‘‘Klassische Reitkunst’’ (Classica! 
Riding Art) dealing with the Spanish Riding School in Salz- 
burg — a report on which appeared previously in AUSTRIAN 
INFORMATION —has been placed with the U.S. film compa 
ny Universal Pictures through the company’s local agent, & 
J. Mauthner, P.O. Box 231, Cathedral Station, New York 25 
N.Y. 
‘*Stallions on Parade.’’ 
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